Outline of the Constitution Workshop at the Spring Agora, 2005, Enschede
1) Introduction of the participants
2) Short outline of the changes brought about by the Constitution, mention of the countries in which the referendum is held
General changes:

· Measures aimed at tackling the democratic deficit: greater role given to the European Parliament, extension of the obligation to consult the Committee of the Regions to other fields, involvement of the national parliaments
· The inclusion of the European Charter of Human Rights in the Constitution
· The EU acquires juridical personality and adheres to the Charter of Human Rights of the Council of Europe
· Reduction of the numbers of Commissioners
· Grating the status of institution to the European Council
· The Presidency of the European Council is elective
· Creation of the figure of Minister of Foreign Affairs, the “double hatted” Vice-President of the Commission and External Relations Commissioner and participant as Chair of the Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs(although not member of the Council)
· Change in the naming of the acts emanating from the institutions
· The incorporation of the third pillar, Justice and Home Affairs, into the Community pillar
· Changes of the Tribunal of Justice of the European Communities
· Changes in strengthened cooperation
Countries in which referendum is held: Ireland and Denmark (compulsory, according to the national Constitution), Czech Republic, France, Poland, Portugal, Spain, The Netherlands, Luxemburg, United Kingdom.
Countries that have already approved the Constitution through their national Parliaments: Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Slovenia.
3) Dividing the participants into 2 groups discussing on a) the symbolic meaning of the Constitution, principles and values, European Charter of Fundamental Rights and Liberties included : points to animate the discussion:
· The simplification through synthesizing the thousands of pages into one document of reasonable length

· Another symbolic element for creating a European identity (together with the flag, the currency, the anthem)?
· Bringing it closer to the citizen?
· Attempts to tackle the democratic deficit(involvement of national parliaments, of the European Parliament, role of the CoR)

· The debates about Christian heritage
· The name of “Constitution”-a step closer to political union?
· Breakthrough in terms of agreement to include the Charter
· What does the Charter contain?

· Is this inclusion enough?
and b) institutional changes-efficiency, innovation, overlapping? Points to get the discussion going:
· The figure of the Minister of Foreign Affairs: implications for the impartiality of the Commission, works of the Council, interference with the prerogatives of the President of the European Council
· European Council´s involvement in the election of the President of the Commission-a move towards intergovernmentalism?
· Strengthening the role of the President of the Commission within the Commission
· Communitarization of Justice and Home Affairs-what implications?

· Changes in the Tribunal of Justice
· Impact on the external image

· Member States: on the one hand increased role of the European Council, on the other hand renunciation to place of all of them in the Commission, giving up the rotating Presidency of the European Council
4) Joining the 2 groups and presenting the conclusions.
5) General discussion on the impact on the EU (internally and externally), Member States and citizens.
6) Ways to reach out to the citizens with the content of the Constitution.
· Strategies at the European level
· National Constitution campaigns-strategies
· Dangers of manipulation in Constitution campaigns through interfering with other topics
· Plan B: what if the Constitution fails to get approval in one of the Member States?
7) Final conclusions.
General idea of the ws: The workshop aims at reaching out to the opinions of the participants on the Constitution, to their perceptions and view of its significance.
Is it just another Treaty?
Is it something sui-generis? 
Does it change radically the future of the EU? How?
Is it a mere recompilation of already existing changes? Why?
What does it mean for the EU, the Member States and the citizens?

All of these are questions the workshop will touch upon from different perspectives.
