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Activity Report Agora Torino(November 2004)-Agora Enschede(May 2005)-International Politics Working Group of AEGEE Europe
The activities that took place from the Agora in Torino in November 2004 and the Agora in Enschede (May 2005) can be divided into the following categories:
I. Internal activities

II. Events and follow-up of events of the YearPlan 2004, EU&Europe
III. Events related to the Yearplan Topic Tolerance-Acceptance Peace

IV. Events related to current issues.
This structure also incorporates the objectives to strengthen the local entities, as well as the external image.
I. Internal Activities

1. The IPWG Agora at the Agora in Torino elected a new board, very motivated and dedicated, which has already started working hard for the activities of this year.
2. Presentations of IPWG took place at the Central Regional Meetings. First in Plzen on the 28th of November 2004 Bernd Knüffer with the assistance of Christoph Düerr and Arleta Bojke introduced IPWG structure and activities to the participants and carried on discussions on the topics of Ukrainian elections and the re-agreement on the non-proliferation treaty. Then in Zielona Gora on the 17th of April 2005 Arleta Bojke acquainted participants with IPWG’s work and ways of getting involved in its activities.
3. The representatives of IPWG Niels Kreuk and Olivier Genkin have led a workshop on Local IPWGs during EBM Valletta. During this workshop guidelines for the structure of local working groups were developed, which will be available on our website. This guidelines are one of the necessary steps in establishing a network op focal IPWGs, which is slowly starting to succeed.
4. During Central Regional Meeting Zielona Gora a workshop on the topic of the European Constitution was co-led by Arleta Bojke. The changes were presented from various perspectives and the issue of the referendum was tackled as Poland is one of the countries that decided to hold a referendum in 2006.
5. Another thematic workshop on the Constitution and especially the referenda will be led by Ioana Muresan and Niels Kreuk during Agora Enschede. Symbolic and concrete dimensions of the changes it brings will be debated, as well as its impact in the inside and outside of the EU. Another important issue will be the referenda organized, positions within countries and a Plan B for its rejection.
II. Events and follow-up of events of the Year Plan 2004, EU&Europe
4.EU&Western Balkans-9th-13th of November, 2004
The last conference of the Year Plan was among the most challenging ones both because of the topic and of the significance of the conference for AEGEE Sarajevo, due to the fact that for the pats few years it had not had organized any conferences at the local level, let alone the European one.
The conference aimed at:

1) offering a view of the current complex situation the Balkans find themselves in and their vision for the future
2) the EU perspectives for the countries in the region and the strategies adopted to reach these goals
3) how the 2 visions meet
Concretely, this translated into discussing on topics such as Bosnia and the former Yugoslavia; the role of the EU in the Balkans and in the past conflict in the region; regional experiences towards the EU; challenges for the integration in the EU-corruption, human rights, economic development; conflict resolution, multi-ethnic societies, etc.
The content of the conference changed the conceptions of the participants about the region, the nature of the problems it currently faces and the solutions envisaged. They also had the opportunity to travel within the country and see the reality for themselves and the way a multicultural society is materialized in a post-war context.
The organization of the conference meant a great motivation for the members of AEGEE Sarajevo and an important institutional development as they established important relations with the speakers of the conference and the institutions they represent: Institute of Ethnic Studies in Slovenia, Royal Embassy of the Netherlands in Bosnia-Herzegovina, International Committee for Human Rights, Transparency International, Croatian Embassy, the Delegation of the European Commission.
5. The follow-up of the conference Romania, Bulgaria & the EU
The follow-up of the conference mentioned was completed by successfully submitting the activity and financial report for the grant of the MATRA-KAP programme of the Dutch Embassy and the publication of the brochure that comprises the minutes of all the lectures, workshops and the simulation throughout the conference. It can also be accessed on-line at http://www.aegee.org/eue/bg_ro_eu_booklet.pdf.
6. Final Brochure EU&Europe
The work on the final brochure of the Year Plan has started and contributions from the conferences in: Ljubljana, Athina, Minsk, Moskva-Sankt Petesburg, Bucuresti, Izmir, Sarajevo are expected.
III. Events related to TAP
7.  Building Bridges: in cooperation with AEGEE-Lodz, 28th-30th of April

With the support of the Lodz City Office, University of Lodz, European Institute, American Embassy and Expressis Verbis Association. 
This event is perceived as a huge step in innovative approach to education about peace and stability process. "The Old Continent" faced many conflicts. The costs of those conflicts in human, economic, material, ecological, and other terms are enormous. Nowadays, there are 38 conflicts going on in Europe. A glance at the poor results of international efforts to prevent escalation of these conflicts makes it obvious that far more energy and finance should be devoted, in the first place, to prevention. But in order to be effective, preventive policy demands a broad approach which integrates as many actors as possible. NGOs, like AEGEE, can play a significant role in preventing or de-escalating conflicts. Young people, the future of united Europe, will have huge influence on peace and stability. Gathering and encouraging them to common discussion about roots of conflicts, possible solutions, cultural differences can be the best way to common understanding and preventing future conflicts. Knowledge about the creation of conflicts and their stages can lead to their faster recognition them and to their nipping in the bud.
During three days diplomats, students, journalists and academics focused on Central and Eastern Europe conflict areas and their influence on the future of Europe. Debates highlighted the problem of Ukrainian elections, situation in Caucasus area and Balkans region, influence of Israeli-Palestinian relations on European countries’ policy and the role of the Russian Federation in international and diplomatic relations, without which a security on the “Old Continent” is hard to imagine. All the issues were presented by highly experienced speakers. The special guests of the conference presented innovative ideas for peaceful Europe such as: H.E. Mr. David Peleg - Ambassador of Israel, Cameron Munter – Deputy Chief of Mission American Embassy, Jacek Saryusz-Wolski –Vice-president of the European Parliament, Ukrainian journalists and academics. 

IV. Events related to current issues
8. Constitution Campaign in collaboration with the Comité Directeur and the AEGEE antennae.
This project will take place throughout the year and it will consist of debates on the topic of the Constitution in the antennae where there are local IPWG and others locals willing to organize an event in this field. The discussion will revolve around a wide range of topics, from the symbolic meaning of the Constitution to the more specific changes it brings about and their significance for the future development of the EU. A website has been set up, a set of documents with an abstract of the changes brought about by the Constitution. So far AEGEE-Valetta, AEGEE-Freiburg and AEGEE-Lodz organized debates on the issue.
9. Europe for Dummies in  collaboration with AEGEE Amsterdam, 24th-27th of February
The aim was to clarify the basic answer never-ending questions about the European Union. These three days were filled with interesting lectures by experts on the European Union, exciting workshops about the EU and a spectacular final debate entitled "The Future of the European Union" on Sunday, where the participants can use their recently obtained - or some other - knowledge to discuss the European Union's future with several experts: Kathalijne Buitenweg (Member of European Parliament), Sander Simmons (Writer "Europe for Dummies"), Hans van Meerten (Erasmus University Rotterdam), Nico Wegter (representative European Commission in the Netherlands).

The debate focused on five central themes. One 
statement on each of them were prepared. Every statement were the centre of a debate among experts, students from Amsterdam and the conference participants. The following themes and statements were discussed:

1) Governmental future. More power back to the national parliaments.

2) Military future. A European army must be created.

3)Agricultural future. Subsidies to farmers must be revoked.
4) Juridical future. The European Constitution will not create a better Europe.

5) Democratic future. The election of the government of the European Union is not democratic.

The debate was broad-ranged, both topic-wise and participant-
wise. Therefore not only five experts have been asked to discuss the issues mentioned above, but every student of Amsterdam was also asked to attend the debate. 
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