Minutes EWWG WS, at Agora Torino, November 2004

The East West Working Group stands for overcoming prejudices.

3 issues: Caucasus Follow Up, Twin Antennae Project, EWWG Board Elections

Aims Caucasus CST 2003:

1)Explore Cauacasus for AEGEE

2)Integrate Georgia, Azerbidjan and Armenia in the AEGEE Network

Aimes achived: 

AEGEE-Tblisi, Georgia (Ohrid) 

AEGEE-Baku, Azerbidjan (Torino)

Contact Sumbal, Azerbidjan (expected spring 2005)

This aims where not all achieved, there exist no contacts with Armenia yet.

Concrete proposal: organise a CST of 4 days to Armenia, 4 days to Azerbidjan, and have closing conference or whatever event in Georgia, hosted by AEGEE Tblisi.

AEGEE stands for peace and stabillity, and here AEGEE can fillfull a role bacause of the conflict between Armenia and Azerbidjan. The borders between these countries are closed (as well as the Turkish - Armenian border)

Aim Caucasus Project 2005:

· Research on Armanian Student organisations and Armenian Student life 

· Create contacts to establish AEGEE Antennae in Armenia

· Help Armenia with establshing contacts in Europe

· Research on the Armenian - Azerbidjan conflict, at the moment the countries are in state of war and young people are hostile to eachother

· Find people for a dialoge

· Spread principles of tolerance & respect

New contacts can be made via:

· the Armanian National Youth Council

· 2 student NGO's or University/faculty clubs of international relations

· Armanian diaspora in Europe, like in Paris

New aim for the follow up (CST 2) next to find contact in Armenia, is to bring students from Armenia and Azerbidjan together on neutral place (Georgia), so they can have a dialoge. 

Maybe a dialoge/training on conflict resolution, since "HOTSPOTS, conflict resolution by understanding"is the Year Plan Topic of AEGEE in 2005, but this might be to sensitive.

Some people might take part in the conflict resolution traning in Skopje, January 2005.

A Caucasus Project Team has been formed:

Olga Bronnikova 

Karolina Wysocka 

Kathrin Münzel 

Sveta Polukhina 

Elena Malakkova 

Sophia Vergini 

Marcin Kloczko 

Stefano Carosi 

Athena Mihanetzi 
This Caucasus Project group was presented to the plenary at the Agora, and will be sunscribed to its own list to organise the event. Aliki will be contacted because of her hughe knowledge on the  area.

Twin Antenna Project:

The WS started with short introduction of EWWG’s history and followed by the presentation of the WS minutes that was held at Agora in Ohrid and PM in Aachen .by EWWG.

Main objective of the project is ‘ A good functioning antenna will adop a new or weak contact antenna / antenna and it will support the other where it is necessary’ .

Due to the aim of the project , partner local’s responsibilities were discussed and it was told that new locals face with many problems as they have a lack of information how to run an antenna , the structure of AEGEE , how to do successful PR&FR ,etc. So the good functioning local’s responsibility will be to give LTC , transfer knowledge to the other one and they will be obliged to spend at least one day on training when organising the exchange. The partnership period will be one year and during this period they will have to meet twice .

Further on the question was if it would be better to let the antennae to be twin from same country or not. There were 2 different views about this. First it was discussed what would be the advantages of having the locals from same country. These would be same language (easier communication ) , because of close distances to have the chance to meet regularly , to raise fund easier to the project. But after the discussion the group agreed not to allow the locals from same country to have partnership. For these the reasons are: 

· AEGEE stands for integration

· It doesn’t have national level

· One of the pillar of the association is cultural exchange

· Cross-border cooperation must be encouraged in the network.

Afterwards there was a question round about how the project team will be formed and how the cooperation with Netcom Commission will be. At the end of the discussion it was agreed that to reach the real success ,the project team must consist of netcoms and subcoms cause they have the best knowledge which locals need support in the network and which locals are capable to support the other in an efficient way. So it would be better if the project would be managed by the commission .To have an independent team would make the process of the project more complex as it needs close cooperation with Netcom Commission.

A proposal will be given to the Netcom Commission to be discussed the future of the project by EWWG.
Result EWWG Board Elections:

Speaker: Olga Broninikova (AEGEE Moskva) 

Secretary: Nino Metrevelli (AEGEE Tblisi) 

Treasurer: Elena Malatkova (AEGEE Tubingen) 

PR: Basak Tuzun (AEGEE Izmir) 

Project responsible: Sophia Vergini (AEGEE Athina) 

IT: Christoph Duerr (AEGEE Erlangen-Nurnberg) 

EWWG Minutes taken by Theijs van Welij and Basak Tuzun, WS leaders.

